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Hello, all: 
 
As summer draws near the Milwaukee Fire Department is 
gearing up to once again provide the City of Milwaukee 
residents stellar service. The Milwaukee Fire Department 
Fire Investigation Unit is in full force and has already cov-
ered much ground. The unit’s overall goal is to help reduce 
the number of arsons occurring within the City.  
 
The Milwaukee Fire Department Paramedic Bicycle Re-
sponse (PBR) Program also recently got underway. The pro-

gram began in 2000 and allows our paramedics to ride bikes during the summer at 
several Milwaukee festivals and events. The PBR program is an effort to respond to 
patients in need of medical attention in a timely manner when in congested areas. The 
department continues to be proud of this program and recognizes it as an effective 
safety measure. 
 
Lastly, June and July are peak months for grill fires. Please remember that propane 
and charcoal grills should only be used outdoors. Also, don't place your grill too close 
to anything that can burn such as deck railings and overhanging branches. To find out 
more about grilling safety, visit our Web site at www.milwaukee.gov/mfd. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 

 
 

MILWAUKEE FIRE DEPARTMENT JOINS ARSON INVESTIGATION 
 
On May 4, 2009, the Milwaukee Fire Department 
(MFD), in collaboration with the Milwaukee Police 
Department (MPD); Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Firearms and Explosives; the State Fire Marshal; 
and the Milwaukee County District Attorney’s Of-
fice, announced the establishment of a Fire Investi-
gation Task Force.  
 
The MFD will work closely with MPD to investi-
gate all fire incidents in which the damage to the 
property exceeds $500; injuries or loss of life which occur to occupants or emergency 
response personnel; the cause of fire is suspicious, incendiary or undetermined; the 
fire is a second alarm or higher; and/or anytime the MFD requests the unit to arrive on 
scene. The Fire Investigation Unit will be staffed on a 24-hour basis with either one 
MFD captain, or one of two MFD lieutenants, who will respond to fire incidents with 
MPD arson investigators. The two will respond on the initial fire call and decide if 
other investigators are needed.  
 
“The Milwaukee Fire Department is excited to collaborate with the Milwaukee Police 
Department, and all involved agencies, to establish a Fire Investigation Task Force 
that will use the expertise of all to reduce and eliminate arson fires,” said MFD Chief 
Douglas A. Holton. “Overall, arson is a complicated issue to tackle, but with all the 
involved agencies working together I believe we can make a real difference in the 
City of Milwaukee.” 
 



MFD DEBUTS ON REALITY INTERNET SHOW 
The Milwaukee Fire Department is the first 
Midwestern fire department to be featured on 
“The Battalion-The Series,” an internet series 
that follow the men and women at fire depart-

ments across the nation and captures them in action. The first webisode appeared on 
the Web site, www.thebattalion.tv, May 29. The webisode is the first out of 10 that will 
air on the site over the next three months. Log on to www.thebattalion.tv today and 
view the first webisode that shows the awesome work done by some of our MFD per-
sonnel in a given day.  
 
“The Battalion-The Series” was created in 2006. The executive producer, David Fur-
tado, stated, “It’s not just about fighting fires.” He adds, “It is about firefighters helping 
to save the lives of others during crisis situations, and the bond that exists between 
these men and women.”  

The Milwaukee Fire Department (MFD) and Chil-
dren’s Service Society of Wisconsin (CSSW) teamed 
up on May 2, 2009, for the Society’s monthly Volun-
teer Respite Event. MFD helped facilitate the event at 
the Milwaukee Safety Academy on what was also 
Join Hands Day, a nationally recognized volunteer 
day. Approximately 13 MFD personnel were on-site 
including an engine company, paramedic unit and the 
Survive Alive mobile unit, to educate 75 special-
needs children on fire safety issues. Each child was matched with one or two volun-
teers and this year’s volunteer base consisted of high school students and employees 
from WE Energies, Catholic Family Life Insurance, and Catholic Knights. The chil-
dren present at the event ranged in ages from infant to 18 years old. In addition, their 
challenges ranged from sight and hearing impairment, cognitive and developmental 
delays, cerebral palsy, Down syndrome, autism, and much more.  

A WARM THANK YOU TO MFD FROM A SATISFIED RESIDENT 
 
We own the building at 4735 W. Oklahoma Ave. On April 26, there was a small 
kitchen fire there that the Milwaukee Fire Department responded to. 
 
We would like to say thank you for responding quickly and containing the fire to have 
minimal damage. The fire department had to break into the apartment. The damage to 
break in was minimal and done with care. 
 
Our tenants in the building heard the smoke alarm and responded quickly with a call to 
911. Together with a working smoke detector, quick and appropriate response from our 
tenants and quick action by the Milwaukee Fire Department, a potential devastating 
fire was averted and contained to a small minimal damage event. 
 
Thank you again for a job well done! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Matthew and Deborah Rupena 
-- 
Matthew S Rupena 
Rupena's Inc 
7641 W Beloit Rd 
West Allis WI 53219 
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MFD FIREFIGHTER RECEIVES TOP HONORS 
 
MFD Firefighter Anthony Rueda received top 
honors as Fire Engineering Magazine’s 2009 
Ray Downey Courage and Valor honoree. On 
April 22, 2009, the 25 year old received the 
award at the Pennwell Corporation’s Fire De-
partment Instructors Conference (FDIC) in In-
dianapolis. Firefighter Rueda won the award 
based on a submission that depicted the brav-
ery he showed during a house fire on May 22, 
2008, in which he dragged his unconscious fire captain to safety after they both fell 
through the floor of a burning home. As a Ray Downey Courage and Valor award re-
cipient, Firefighter Rueda received a check for $35,000, a medal, roundtrip airline tick-
ets and hotel accommodations for two to the FDIC, and a write up with photo in the 
summer edition of the national publication Fire Engineering.  
 
The Fire Engineering Ray Downey Courage and Valor Award Foundation was created 
to ensure that Americans “remember forever” the fallen firefighters of September 11, 
and in their memory, recognize other firefighters who demonstrate the same courage 
and valor in rescue missions. The award commemorates the life and career achieve-
ments of Deputy Chief Ray Downey, a 39-year veteran of the Fire Department of New 
York, who lost his life while commanding rescue operations at the 9/11 World Trade 
Center attacks. 

MFD FIREFIGHTER RECEIVES NATIONAL HEROISM AWARD 
 

MFD Firefighter Mark Lipinski was named one of the newest 
honorees of the Firehouse Magazine Heroism and Community 
Service Awards program. The 25-year MFD veteran was high-
lighted in the magazine’s April edition as a Heroism $100 
Award recipient. Firefighter Lipinski won the award based on a 
submission that depicted the bravery he showed during a house 
fire on May 24, 2008, in which he rescued a two-year-old child 
from extreme fire and heat conditions in a second-floor bed-
room. As a Heroism Award recipient, Firefighter Lipinski re-
ceived a check for $100, a formal certificate, a letter of con-
gratulations, and a short write up with photo in the April edi-
tion of Firehouse Magazine. 

 
On May 24, 2008, Firefighter Lipinski and his crew were dispatched to an apartment 
fire with trapped occupants. On arrival, the crew was met by heavy smoke coming 
from a second-floor window. Firefighter Lipinski entered the building and quickly 
traveled to the second floor where he discovered a two-year-old child behind a bed-
room dresser beneath debris. He removed the child from the immediate fire area and 
passed the toddler off to waiting firefighters and paramedics for evacuation and treat-
ment. Firefighter Mark Lipinski’s valiant rescue efforts saved the two-year-old’s life.  
 
Firehouse Magazine’s Heroism & Community Service Awards program is the largest 
of its kind in the country. The nominees come from some of the nation’s biggest fire 
departments, both career and volunteer. This year the magazine recognized 79 Heroism 
winners, including MFD Firefighter Mark Lipinski. A panel of judges that includes 
Chief James Clack, Baltimore City Fire Department; Deputy Chief William Goldfeder, 
Loveland-Symmes Fire Department; and Chief Bruce Varner, Santa Rosa Fire Depart-
ment, chose all the honorees. Retired FDNY Rescue 1 Firefighter Paul Hashagen ad-
ministers the awards program. 
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MFD PERSONNEL RECEIVE TWO 2009 EMS AWARDS  
FROM  AURORA ST. LUKE’S MEDICAL CENTER  

Twelve MFD members were honored at the St. Luke’s 
Medical Center 2009 EMS Award Ceremony Presentation 
that took place May 12. Seven paramedics—David Ander-
son, Scott Alwin, Jamaal Perry, Joseph Hegeman Jr., Joseph 
Haasch, Anthony Glad, and John Kielpinski—received the 
“Great Save” plaque. The Great Save category is given to an 
individual or group of individuals who performed exem-
plary actions in saving or attempting to save the life of an-
other. The seven paramedics were given the award based on 
the outstanding work they performed in the early morning of April 8, in which three people 
were rescued from a burning home and were all pulseless non-breathers at the time they 
were placed in the care of the paramedics on scene. The paramedics worked diligently to 
resuscitate all three people and were able to successfully save two of their lives. Unfortu-
nately, one of the victims of the fire could not be resuscitated despite the keen efforts made 
by the paramedics. Although the incident ended tragically in one fire fatality, it could have 
ended in three without the expertise, passion and determination the seven paramedics 
showed that morning. 
 
Another plaque was given to five MFD personnel—Rodrigo Castaneda, Ariel Garcia, Steve 
Alonte, Armando Rodriguez, and Israel Gonzalez—for their immense contribution to help-
ing patients involved in incidents which Spanish translation is needed. The nomination was 
submitted by Lieutenant Al Jansen at Engine 26.  

THANK YOU MFD 
Dear Chief Holton, 
 
It has taken me a while to sit down and write this letter, but I truly believe it needs to be 
written.  
 
On February 5, 2009, MED Unit 13 (along with backup) was dispatched to my mom’s  
house at 3002 N. 78th Street. My sister had found her unresponsive and called 911.  
 
The story does have a very sad ending as my mom did die that night at St. Joseph’s hospital 
from a massive hermorrhagic stroke. But, I am writing to commend the paramedics’ efforts 
that responded to the call. I was not there that day but my sister and brother told me about 
their quick response time, professionalism, and how well they attended to her. (For exam-
ple she had severe arthritis and my sister relayed that to the paramedics and they handled 
and moved her with great care). Both my brother and sister said the care and compassion 
she was shown, along with the excellent and professional handling of the medical proce-
dures were outstanding.  
 
A few days after that call I went to the firehouse to say thank you. By luck, Jeff Krueger, 
one of the paramedics that responded to my mom’s need that day, answered the door . He 
offered his condolences and gave me a firehouse hug. He also spent time answering my 
questions. He was so kind and it was an honor to spend that time with someone who was 
with my mom in her last hours. I know after talking to him she was in good hands. I know 
they did all that they could and Jeff’s conversation gave me a lot of comfort. 
 
I just wanted you to know this and please commend the efforts of the paramedics that were 
on that call. I do not know all their names but please let them know how grateful our family 
is for each of them. I only know of Joshua Parish, Jeff Krueger, and Mark Tesch.  
 
Bless you all for all that you do! So much of what you do seems to go unheralded some-
times but please know that it is not unappreciated. All of you touch lives in ways no one 
else can. I just wanted to tell you about one case and send a deeply felt THANK YOU. 
 
Marlyn Faulter 
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On May 17, 2009, Engine 16 received a 
still alarm to responded to a fire at a 
multi-unit apartment building that was in 
close proximity. Upon arrival, the crew of 
Engine 16 found a heavy volume of fire 
coming from the rear of the apartment 
building at 10201 West Fond du Lac Ave-
nue. The fire had initiated in apartment 
203. Immediately, a second alarm was 
called to assist with search and rescue ef-
forts. Engine 16 advanced a water hose to 
the first floor and found an adult female 
that was in the burning unit who was un-
responsive. With the assistance of Engine 
8, they removed the woman from the im-
mediate fire area and placed her in the 
care of MED 19, which provided ad-
vanced life support services to the patient 
and transported her to St. Mary’s Hospi-
tal. 
 
The crew of Engine 16 also found and 
removed a young male child from the 
burning apartment unit and placed the 
child in the care of MED 16, which trans-
ported the child to Children’s Hospital. 
 
Both patients are alive today because of 
the outstanding work done by all the MFD 
personnel who were on the scene that day, 
and their will to work collaboratively for a 
life-saving outcome.  

On April 8 at 3:37 a.m., the Milwaukee Fire 
Department responded to a house fire with 
people trapped inside. Upon arrival, Engine 
32 ran a water hose to the rear of the dwell-
ing to attack a fire showing from the first 
floor kitchen. Simultaneously, Truck 9 
forced entry to the front door to perform a 
primary search. Engine 32 extinguished all 
visible fire on the first floor as Truck 9, 
without a charged hose and under moderate 
heat and heavy smoke conditions, located 
all three occupants in a bedroom in the 
burning home. Engine 32 and Truck 9 re-
moved the occupants and placed them in the 
care of MED 14, MED 7 and MED 3.   
 
Due to the quick actions of the crew of En-
gine 32 and their ability to rapidly extin-
guish the fire, coupled with the courage and 
valor the crew of Truck 9 showed when 
they performed a primary search without a 
charged hose, two lives were saved.  
 

On May 1 at 
12:25 p.m., 
the MFD 
dive team 
responded to 
a call for 
person in the 
water. The 
dive team 
quickly traveled to the location of North 
Plankinton Avenue and West St. Paul Ave-
nue to locate and remove the patient from the 
river. Upon arrival, the dive team spotted the 
victim and jumped in and pulled him out. 
 
On May 8 at 10:03 a.m., the MFD dive team 
responded to a person who jumped in the 
river at North Plankinton Avenue and West 
Wells Street. When the dive team arrived on 
the scene they located and rescued the patient 
who was transported to Sinai Hospital. Due 
to their quick response time the patient is 
alive today.  
 
On May 13 at 11:03 p.m., the MFD dive 
team responded to a man who jumped in the 
KK river at South 12th Street and West Har-
rison. The dive team diligently searched for 
the victim until 1:12 a.m. when they were 
forced to call the search off due to adverse 
weather conditions. The next day at 8:36 
a.m., the dive team continued their search at 
6th and Cleveland and worked their way 
down the river by foot and boat. The dive 
team walked one and a half miles down-
stream, for two hours,  before locating and 
subsequently removing the body, which was 
submerged in four feet of water.  

On April 15, 2009, six 
Milwaukee Fire Depart-
ment members graduated 
from the MFD para-
medic class. All six 
members began the class 

September 29, 2008, and underwent exten-
sive training.  
 
Congratulations to:  
 Capt. David Rogowski 
 Lt. Joseph Hegeman Jr. 
 FF Sean Hinsenkamp 
 FF Jared Triplett 
 FF Daniel Kurth 
 FF John Mathaus 
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SUBMISSIONS 
 
We welcome submissions to MFD Hot eNews on upcoming events, unique runs, stories 
pertaining to saving someone’s life or property, our MFD heroes and heroines, and/or 
anything worthy of  recognition. 
 
MFD Hot eNews is quarterly and a means to broadcast the excellent work done by the 
Milwaukee Fire Department. If you have a story idea, please e-mail the Public Relations 
Manager, Tiffany Wynn, at ttwynn@milwaukee.gov. Thank you.  

 
Milwaukee Fire Department ∙ 711 West Wells ∙ Milwaukee ∙ WI ∙ 53233 ∙ 414-286-8948 ∙ (fax) 414-286-8996 

Courage ∙  Integrity ∙ Honor  

The Milwaukee Fire Department (MFD) is the pri-
mary fire suppression, prevention, rescue and emer-
gency medical service for the City of Milwaukee. The 

department’s motto is "Courage, Integrity and 
Honor." MFD consists of approximately 1000 firefight-
ers, many of which serve simultaneously as paramedics 
providing emergency medical services. MFD is known 
as one of the best fire departments nationwide for its 

response times and other quality services. 
Check us out on the Web! 
www.milwaukee.gov/mfd 

A MESSAGE FROM THE MILWAUKEE  
FIREFIGHTERS  AMERICAN LEGION POST 426 

 
The Milwaukee Firefighters American Legion Post 426 Officers and Members would like to 
thank everyone who bought a raffle ticket at both the Retiree’s Picnic and the MFD Bowling 
Sweeper.  Below is a list of this year’s winners. Any Questions can be directed to David Bonar, 
Post Adjutant at 414-881-3842. 
 
Raffle Winners  ($500.00) 
 
1. John McClintock   100.00  2.   Melissa Kressmer     50.00   
3. Wendi Coon       50.00  4.   Tom Thelen      25.00   
5.    Tom Konicke     25.00  6.   Joe Robak      25.00 
7. Edw Wergin      25.00  8.   Stan Wieczorek     20.00   
9. Max Rozewski     20.00  10. Shirley Theis      20.00   
11.  Bill Nowak      20.00  12. Dan Reese      20.00 
13.  Larry Ceretto      20.00  14. Rodrigo Castaneda     20.00   
15.  John Rechlitz     20.00  16. John Rechlitz      20.00   
17.  Jerome Wichgers     20.00 
 
Also, the Milwaukee Fire Department American Legion Post 426 Firing Squad is always on the 
lookout for unused and in good condition Old MFD dress uniform coats and pants. We add red 
piping and an American Legion shoulder patch and use them as our Firing Squad Uniforms. We 
are presently in dire need of sizes 48 and larger in dress coats. But, if you have any size in your 
possession and would like to donate it, please contact David Bonar at 414-881-3842.   

 
Lastly, the Milwaukee Fire Department Honor Guard is look-
ing to include into its ranks a few bagpipe players and drum-
mers. These pipers and drummers would work with and be 
part of the Milwaukee Fire Department Honor Guard in a few 
of their observances and ceremonies during the year. Inter-
ested persons should contact retired HEO David Bonar at 414-
881-3842. 
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